Hampton, Virginia ~ May 7 - 12, 2006

A Daily Publication of the 20" National Veter ans Golden Age Games

Sunday, May 7, 2006

Welcome to the 20" National Veterans Golden Age Games!

On behalf of the Hampton VeteransAffairsMedical
Center and the Mid-Atlantic VA Health Care Network,

| would like to wel come each of you to the 20" National
Veterans Golden Age Games. The Hampton VA Medical
Center ishonored to be your host for the 2006 Games.
What athrill and aprivilegeitistowelcomeyouto
Virginiaand the beautiful city of Hampton!

What you seeand experiencethisweek isthe culmination
of many monthsof planning, preparation and anticipation.
Itisareflection of thousandsof hoursof focused energy
by VA staff and volunteers. Thereare many activities
planned for you thisweek, al of which | am sure each of
youwill enjoy.

| know youwill findthat Virginiaisastatewitharich
history, vibrant culture and wonderful people. | believe
youwill haveaninspirationa and rewarding week of

sportsmanship and camarade-
rie. 1, dongwithall of our
medical center and Network
employees, salute each of
your talentsand stand behind
you 110 percent asyou prove
that you are, indeed,
“Champions by the Bay!”

Joseph A. Williams, Jr.,
Hampton VA Medical
Center Director

Thank youfor alowing usto
serveyouinavery specia way
during the historic 20" occasion
of theNationa Veterans
Golden Age Games. Good luck,
competitors!

Joseph A. Williams, Jr.
Director, Hampton VA Medical Center

Arrive Early for Opening Ceremonies Tonight!

Hampton Roads Convention Center
will be the site of tonight’s Opening
Ceremonies.

The Opening Ceremoniesfor the 20" National Veterans Golden Age Games
are schedul ed to begin at the Hampton Roads Convention Center promptly at
7 p.m. All competitor sneed to assemblewith their teamsin the conven-
tion center concour sebetween 6:15and 6:30 p.m.

Beforetheformal program begins, musical entertainment will be provided by
the Continental Army Band. Tony Macrini, program director for newsradio
station WNISin Norfolk and aMarine Corpsveteran who servedin Vietnam,
will be our master of ceremoniesfor the evening. At the Parade of Flags, one
veteran from each statewill carry inthe stateflagsfrom all 33 statesrepre-
sented at the Gamesthisyear. Senior Airman ShondraMatheswill singthe

Nationa Anthem, while Games competitor JamesHandersfrom Fayetteville,
N.C., leadsthe Pledgeof Allegiance. Other highlightsof the evening include the Presentation of Colorsfrom the Joint
Services Color Guard; anintroduction of sponsorsand specia guests; and awelcomefrom our local hosts, represented
by Joseph A. Williams, Jr., director of the Hampton VA Medical Center, and Mid Atlantic Healthcare Network Director
Dan Hoffmann. To sal utethe competitorsand wish themwell intheir events, dignitariesfrom thethree sponsorsof the

See “Opening Ceremonies,” page 2
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The Honorable Gordon Mansfield Attends Games

For the next two days, wewill haveavery specia guest from Washington, D.C.,
Deputy Secretary of VeteransAffairs Gordon H. Mansfield.

Deputy Secretary Mansfieldisan Army veteran who served two toursin Viet-
nam as company commander with the 101% Airborne Divison. Hewas
wounded during the Tet Offensive of 1968, where he sustained aspinal cord
injury. For hisactionswhile hisunit wasunder fire, Mansfield was decorated
with the Distinguished Service Cross. Hewasmedically retired by theU.S.
Army at therank of Captain. Mansfield’s other combat decorationsincludethe
Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts, the Combat | nfantryman’s Badge and the
Presidentia Unit Citation.

The Deputy Secretary looksforward to meeting with fellow veteransaround the
Gameswhileheishere. Hewill aso speak at tonight’s Opening Ceremoniesat
the Hampton Roads Convention Center, beginning at 7 p.m.

Deputy Secretary
Gordon H. Mansfield

¢

Spiritual Services

Therewill beaProtestant Service
today at 10 am. at the Clarion Hotel,
Hampton Room. A Catholic Service
will follow at 11am., dsointhe
Hampton Room at the Clarion Hotel.
Chaplainswill beavailable 24 hours
aday, May 7-13. Pleasedid (757)
722-9961 and press 0 to reach the
operator to request achaplain.

During the week of the Golden Age Games,
we will be running a daily column to highlight
interesting historical facts about VA, in recog-
nition of VA's 75" anniversary this year.

Did you know that the United States|eadsthe
worldincaringforitsmilitary veterans? The
Department of VeteransAffairs(VA) administers
billionsof dollarsannualy infedera benefitsfor
military veteransand their dependents. VA

“Opening Ceremony,” continued from page 1

operates 154 hospital sand hundreds of outpatient
clinics, issuesmillionsof checksfor education,
disability and pensions, and supervises 122
national cemeteries. With morethan 250,000
employees, VA issecond insizeonly tothe
Defense Department among federal agencies.
When dligibledependentsand survivorsare
included, about one-third of thenationisdigible
for benefitsand servicesfromVA.
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Gameswill offer greetings. Theseinclude, fromthe
Department of VeteransAffairs, Deputy Secretary
Gordon H. Mansfield; Veterans Canteen Service
Director Jm Donahoe; and William Bradshaw,
Director of National Veterans Servicefor the
Veteransof Foreign \Wars.

Don't missthe ceremonial lighting of thetorch by
2005 George Gangi I nspiration Award winner
Chester Golembiewski, of Largo, Fla

“Let the Games Begin!”
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Welcometo our nation’sfirst —Hampton,

Virginial It wasright herethat thefirst settlersof this
great nation first stepped foot onthe soil that later
cameto beAmericanearly 400 yearsago!

On behdf of theveterans, staff, and volunteers
of theMid-Atlantic Health Care Network
and Hampton VA Medical Center,

Welcome from the Local Organizing Committee

These Gamesareatimefor celebration of your hard
work preparing for your events, afun-filled week

of spirited competition and the special camaraderiethat
you alwaysenjoy each year.

Inaddition, wewel cometheloca organizing committees
from both Houston and Indianapoliswhowill host the
2007 and 2008 Games. They are here

wefed privilegedto host the
20" Nationd Veterans Golden
AgeGames.

Itisour commitment and our hope
that these Gamesareespecialy

Welcome to '’

VIRGINIA

tolearnfrom usand fromyou.

Asyou progressthrough theweek,
please know that regardlessof the
outcomeof theindividua events, each
oneof you have onceagain proven

memorableto you and your loved
ones. TheLoca Organizing Committee hasworked
extremely hard to ensure that you have awonderful
experience, from thetimeyou step off the planeor
train until you depart next weekend. It hasbeena
commitment of appreciation and honor to our nation’s
veteransthat hasbeen anintegral part of our lives,
understanding the tremendous sacrifice and bravery of
the men and women who have served our country.

yourself to beahero and awinner!

Thank you for being here. Our best wishesfor awon-
derful week in historic Hampton, Virginial

Jenny Shafer Tankersley Sandi Dannenberg
Co-Chair & National Co-Chair, 20th
PA Coordinator, NVGAG NVGAG

Project (VHP).

Thisproject ismeant to honor our nation’sveteransby creating alasting legacy
of your military experience. Regardlessof your branch or period of service,
age, military career or experience, weneed your story. By sharing it with us,
you can make history comealive. Your 45-minuteinterview will bevideotaped
and giventotheLibrary of Congress. You and your story will then become
part of our Nation'sofficial historical records. In appreciation, you will receive
aVHPtotebag, aVHPchallenge collector’scoin and aDV D copy of your

interview beforeleaving theevent.
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'} V%"II‘I%RTSII\(ISS( Games, the Department of VeteransAffairsandthe
b, Library of Congressinviteyouto be part of an

important national program—The VeteransHistory

VolunteersfromtheVFW Ladies
Auxiliary areexcitedtoshareVirginia
hospitality with veterans, coaches,
vigtorsand staff attending the Games.
TheHospitality Roomwill belocated
intheHoliday Inn, Jamestown Room.
Snackswill availableon Sunday from
8am.—-5p.m.; and Monday through
Friday from7am.—5p.m.

Your VHPinterview will be scheduled at your conveniencethrough Friday

afternoon. M ake an interview appointment today during registration. Interviews N
will take place beginning tomorrow, May 8 through Thursday, May 11, be- <
tween thehoursof 8am. and 5 p.m.; and Friday, May 12, between8a.m.

and 3 p.m. Interviewswill be held inthe Quality Inn, Room 113. L ook for the

VHPsignageto locatetheroom.

We hopeyouwill tell your military story and beapart of the VeteransHistory
Project. Only you candoit, and it'sastory worth preserving and sharing with

futuregenerationd

DuringMay,
Hampton has
anaverage
hightempera-
tureof 73°F, a
low of 58° F, and
averages4.03inchesof rain.

ather
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Sunday, May 7, 2006

8am.—5p.m. Regidration
Hampton Roads Convention Center
9am.-5p.m. Air Power Over Hampton Roads
Langley Air ForceBase
Afternoon Antique Car Show
Hampton Roads Convention Center
7p.m. Opening Ceremonies
Hampton Roads Convention Center
9p.m.—Midnight Dance
HamptonHoliday InnAtrium
Whealdhai \ .
Renai Ichair Medflcal Assistance
vefRallr Themedica volunteersare committed

Wheelchair Repair will belocated at
theHampton Holiday Inn, Peninsula
Room, Sunday and Monday from
10a.m.—4p.m.; Tuesday through
Thursday 8am.—4p.m.; andon
Friday from8am.—2p.m.

If assistanceisneeded outside of the
designated hours, pleasecdll

(757) 254-6051 (between 8 am.
and8p.m.).

Durable Medical Equipment

Thefollowingitemswill beavailable
asneeded: crutches(forearmand
underarm), canes, walkers, wheel -
chair gloves, disposablenebulizers,
wheechairs (manua and electric),
scootersand wheelchair parts. Please
stop by the Hampton Holiday Inn,
PeninsulaRoom or call (757) 722-
9961 ext. 3649 for further assistance.

tohelpingal participantsmaintain
their optimum levelsof wellness. Staff
will beavailableto assist with urgent
needsinanon-steclinicat the
Holiday Inndaily startingat 8a.m.
through Saturday, May 13 at Noon.
Medica suitestaff will triageveterans,
if needed, 24 hoursaday, in Room
4109 onthefirst floor of the Holiday
Inn. Medica and nursing staff will be
on-steat al Gamesvenues; youwill
recognizethem by their bright red
shirts. If youarehavingamedical
emergency, pleasedo not wait tofind
amedical teeam member. Call 911 for
immediate assstance.

All medswill
beserved

at theHamp-
tonHoliday
Inn, Regency
Ballroom. Each day, breskfast will be
served from 6:30to0 8:30 am. Lunch
isfrom11:30am.to 1 p.m. and
dinnerisserved from 5to 6:30 p.m.

Our Chef's
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“Bay Reflectionss

Want to submit astory ideafor the
Bay Reflections? The PublicAffairs
Teamwill be preparing newsreleases,
writing articlesfor thedaily Bay
Reflections, and working with the
newsmediato publicizetheeventsof
thisweek.

If you haveideasfor newsstories,
photographsor somethingyou’ dlike
to seeinthe Bay Reflections, stop by
the MediaCenter located at the
Holiday Inn, in Hampton Roomsl

and 1. We dloveto hear fromyoul!
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Trangportation fromthelodging sites
to the Hampton Roads Convention
Center will beginat 7:30am. Catch
thebusat theHoliday Inn. Buseswill
run every thirty minutes.

Transportationto theAir Power over
Hampton RoadsAir Show will
depart from the buspick up point at
9am. A shuttlewill run every hour
between thehotel and Langley Air
Force Base.

Transportation to and fromthe
Opening Ceremoniesat the Hampton
Roads Convention Center isavailable
from6:15—-9p.m.
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Look for thedaily Bay Reflections
ontheWeb at:
www.veteransgol denagegames.org
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